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MATTER American I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Rent-A-Car 

OIOEST: 

1. Agency p r o p e r l y  r e j e c t e d  b i d  a s  n o n r e s p o n s i v e  
where b i d d e r  l e f t  b l a n k  s p a c e  d e s i g n a t e d  f o r  
mileage c h a r g e  u n d e r  s o l i c i t a t i o n  f o r  
a u t o m o b i l e  r e n t a l  . 

2. F a i l u r e  t o  s i g n  b id  c o n t i n u a t i o n  s h e e t s  d o e s  
n o t  r e n d e r  b i d  n o n r e s p o n s i v e  where  b i d d e r  
i n d i c a t e d  i n t e n t  t o  be bound b y  b i d  by  s i g n i n g  
t h e  bid form i n  t h e  space p r o v i d e d  f o r  t h a t  
p u r p o s e  . 
American I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Rent-A-Car (Amer ican )  protests 

t h e  r e j e c t i o n  o f  i t s  h i d  unde r  s o l i c i t a t i o n  N o .  R6-3-83-41s, 
f o r  a u t o m o b i l e  r e n t a l ,  i s s u e d  by t h e  U n i t e d  S ta tes  F o r e s t  
S e r v i c e .  American c o n t e n d s  t h a t  i t s  b i d  was i m p r o p e r l y  
rejected a s  n o n r e s p o n s i v e  f o r  f a i l u r e  t o  e n t e r  a s l a s h  o r  a 
zero i n  a b l a n k  space p r o v i d e d  f o r  b i d d e r s  t o  i n d i c a t e  m i l e -  
age c h a r g e s  f o r  automobile r e n t a l .  American a lso c o n t e n d s  
t h a t  a l l  t h e  o t h e r  b i d s  s h o u l d  be r e j e c t e d  because none o f  
t h e  o t h e r  b i d d e r s  s i g n e d  t h e  b i d  c o n t i n u a t i o n  s h e e t s .  

W e  summar i ly  d e n y  t h e  protest .  

I n  s i m i l a r  c i r c u m s t a n c e s ,  where t h e  b i d  form p r o v i d e s  
space f o r  t h e  b i d d e r  t o  i n d i c a t e  t h e  p r i c e  o f  a n  i t e m  and 
t h e  b i d d e r  i n t e n d s  n o  c h a r g e ,  w e  have  required t h e  b i d d e r  t o  
take some a f f i r m a t i v e  s tep- -such  a s  i n s e r t i n g  a z e r o ,  t h e  
words  "no  c h a r g e , n  o r  d a s h e s - - t o  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t h e  b i d d e r  
was aware of and w i l l i n g  to  c o m m i t  i t s e l f  t o  f u r n i s h  t h e  
g o o d s  and s e r v i c e s  c o v e r e d  by t h e  i t e m  i n  q u e s t i o n  a t  no  
c h a r g e .  48 Comp. Gen. 757 ( 1 9 6 9 ) ;  N a t i o n a l  M e d i a t i o n  
Board--Request  f o r  Advance D e c i s i o n ,  B-209037, October 8 ,  
1982 ,  82-2 C P D  3 2 3 ;  Kings P o i n t  Mfg. C o . ,  InrJ., 8-204981, 
March 4 ,  1 9 8 2 ,  82-1 m e r s o l l - R a n d T o n p a n y ,  
B-183682, Auqust  1 3 ,  1975, 75-2 CPD 107. H e r e ,  Amer i can ' s  
b i d  p r o v i d e d - n o  i n d i c a t i o n  of its i n t e n t  w i t h  r e g a r d  t o  t h e  
m i l e a g e  c h a r g e  for t h e  automobile r e n t a l  and ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  i ts 
b i d  w a s  p r o p e r l y  re jected as n o n r e s p o n s i v e .  
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American ' s  a l l e g a t i o n  t h a t  t h e  o t h e r  b i d s  s h o u l d  be 
rejected because t h e  b i d d e r s  d i d  n o t  s i g n  t h e  b id  con t inua -  
t i o n  s h e e t s  is a l so  d e n i e d .  B i d s  m u s t  be accompanied by 
some e v i d e n c e  o f  t h e  b i d d e r ' s  i n t e n t i o n  t o  be bound by  t h e  
h i d ,  so t h a t  a v a l i d  c o n t r a c t  w i l l  be e f f e c t e d  by t h e  
Government 's  a c c e p t a n c e  o f  t h e  b i d  w i t h o u t  resort  t o  t h e  
b idde r  f o r  c o n f i r m a t i o n  of i t s  i n t e n t i o n .  The u s u a l  
e x p r e s s i o n  o f  t h e  b i d d e r ' s  i n t e n t  t o  be bound by t h e  h i d  is 
t h e  s i g n a t u r e  of t h e  b i d d e r  on t h e  h i d  form i n  t h e  s p a c e  
p r o v i d e d  f o r  t h a t  pu rpose .  - See B e r v i a  Plunk,  B-185194, 
J u n e  15, 1976, 76-1 CPD 378. Here, t h e  b i d d e r s '  s i g n a t u r e s  
on t h e  b i d  forms are s u f f i c i e n t  t o  show i n t e n t  t o  be bound 
by t h e  b i d s  and a f a i l u r e  t o  s i g n  t h e  c o n t i n u a t i o n  s h e e t s  
does n o t  r e n d e r  t h e  b i d s  nonrespons ive .  

We have reached t h i s  d e c i s i o n  on t h e  basis  o f  t h e  
protester ' s  i n i t i a l  submiss ion ,  which i n d i c a t e d ,  upon 
r ev iew,  t h a t  t h e  p r o t e s t  w a s  w i t h o u t  l ega l  merit. T h e r e -  
fore, w e  have n o t  requested a r e p o r t  from t h e  Forest  
S e r v i c e  . Midwest  J a n i t o r i a l  S e r v i c e s ,  I n c . ,  B-208903, 
November 9 ,  1982, 82-2 CPD 429. 
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